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Important Announcements  
For those who watch services on Live-Stream  

during the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 

 

Maintaining Piety when Worshiping at Home: The best way to get the most out of this temporary set-up is to 

keep things in your household as regular as possible: 

• Print the bulletin or use your hymnals 

• Dress like you would dress for church 

• Stand when we stand, sit when we sit 

• Sing along with the hymns 

• Watch at the live time, Sunday morning, setting it aside as first priority instead of looking for whatever 

time is most convenient for you 

• Limit the distractions, toys, and tech so that the time is truly "sacred" (set-apart) for Christ and His means 

of grace 

These ideas can help you focus on the Service of the Word and will also help you prevent bad habits from 

developing during our temporary suspension of Divine Services. 
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 † The Third Sunday in Advent † 
December 11, 2022 

 

Preacher:  Pr. Matthew Moss                

Liturgist:  Pr. Matthew Johnson 
Kantor:    Dr. Katie Moss 
Special Note for the Live Stream:  Because the Absolution and Communion are sacramental acts that require the in-person 
interaction of penitent & pastor and communicant & pastor, we will not Live Stream those portions of the Divine Service.  If you 

desire a more detailed explanation of the status of the controversies in Christianity and the LCMS around these acts that have 

led us to this decision on this practice, your pastors are more than willing to discuss it with you. 

 
349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 

Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead 

us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 85:1–2, 6, 8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4–5 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

LORD, you were favorable | to your land;* 

 you restored the fortunes of | Jacob. 

You forgave the iniquity of your | people;* 

 you covered | all their sin. 

Will you not revive | us again,* 

 that your people may re- | joice in you? 

Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,* 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Rejoice in the Lord | always;* 

 again I will | say, Rejoice. 

Let your reasonableness be known to | everyone.* 

 The Lord | is at hand. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious 

visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

 
Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 40:1–11 

1Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 
2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 
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that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 
5And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

6A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
7The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 
8The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 

9Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 
10Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 
11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 
Gradual Psalm 80:1–2 

You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, | shine forth.* 

 Stir up your might and come to | save us! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of | Israel,* 

 you who lead Joseph | like a flock! 

 



Page 7 of 14 

 

 
 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 4:1–5 

 1This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2Moreover, it is required 

of stewards that they be found trustworthy. 3But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by any 

human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4I am not aware of anything against myself, but I am not thereby 

acquitted. It is the Lord who judges me. 5Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, 

who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will 

receive his commendation from God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 11:2–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter. 

  

 
  

 2When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the 

one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 4And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 

poor have good news preached to them. 6And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to 

see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who 

wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10This is he of whom it is written, 

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 

 who will prepare your way before you.’” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 
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347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Olearius, 1611–84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon:  Take Comfort & Rejoice in What You Hear and See (Mt. 11:4-5) 
 

Stand 

 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
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          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
Following the prayers, the Live Stream ends and the Service of the Sacrament begins. 
 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001  

by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: 

 

Members who are sick and in need of healing and comfort— Rick Bymark, Lynn Slauson, Pam Linton (daughter of LaVerne & 

Arlene Bagne), Ilene Shepherd, Joyce O’Hern, Barb Grambart, Harlan Peterson, Tony Stadler, Ryan Fish, Shirley Bjorgan, Renaye Day, 

Toya Fish, Lorena Remer, Judie Berreau, and Janet Johnson.  Our Lord Jesus, who reached out to heal and comfort the sick and dying, 

continues to reach out with His healing Word through us.  Cards, phone calls, and prayers are always appreciated.  If you know of 

someone who is sick or hospitalized, please inform your pastors.  
 

Our homebound members are Dale Avenson, John Barrett, Lorrayne Conley, Leona Cook, Sue Erickson, Wes Grambart, Joyce 

O’Hern, Mark Pruhs, Lorena Remer, Amy Schalo, and Ilene Shepherd. 
 

All those serving in our Armed Forces— Agena Christophersen (Arizona), Emily Giefer (Georgia), Kevin Mazurowski (Alaska), 

Nathan Mazurowski (South Korea), Isak Preus (Texas), Brian Pruhs (Oklahoma), Joseph Radintz (home), and Danny Schilling (home). 
 

Those who have lost loved ones during the past year— the family of Susan Schutte, the family of Audrey Hansen, Kim Heinen & 

family (at the loss of her mother Cheryl Tschaekofske), Arlene Rogge & family (at the loss of her aunt Merney Ankrom), the family of 

Bob Abraham, the family of Troy Miest, the family of James Bjorgan (father of Leah Johnson), Ray Kaiser & family (at the loss of his 

mother Angie Kaiser), Shirley Bjorgan & family (at the loss of her brother Anton Roggemann), Katie Moss & family (at the loss of her 

aunt Emily Rogers), Cory Olson & family (at the loss of his grandmother Ann Olson), Leland Baldwin & family (at the loss of his 

brother LaVern), Maria Koosman & family (at the loss of her father Joseph Betthauser), and the family of Inez Koehler. 
 

And we remember those who have recently lost loved ones— the family of John Brooks Archer, Christine Wood & Ruth Kulberg 

and their families (at the loss of their father Rev. Marvin Blaske), Stephanie Thompson & family (at the loss Matt’s brother Justin 

Thompson), Melvin Haag & family (at the loss of his brother George Haag, Jr.), Mark Ellinger & family (at the loss of his father Melvin 

Ellinger), the family of Mavis Kalk, and LuAn Schutte & family (at the loss of her mother Marion Holmes). 
 

All expecting families and their unborn children— especially Carrie & Dave Weigman, and Stephanie & Noah Heidorn.  If you 

would like to announce your pregnancy to the Church that we might pray for you, please contact one of our pastors.  
 

 

 

THIS WEEK:  The congregations in our circuit are praying for Concordia University, Saint Paul. 

 
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH & SCHOOL:  This week we pray for all who oversee our Property & Grounds, our Cemetery 

Sextons, and also for our lunch helpers. 
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† Announcements † 
 

 

SPECIAL FEAST DAYS THIS WEEK:  no special feast days this week.  
 

 

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY- Join us in between services as we study the book of 2 Samuel.  This great book is filled with examples of 

sin and forgiveness, God's power and rule in both His kingdom of grace and the kingdom of power (earthly authorities).   

December 11       2 Sam. 13:1-22 – Amnon Rapes Tamar 

December 18       2 Sam. 13:23-39 – Absalom’s Revenge 
 

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY:  Pastor Moss welcomes students of the Word to walk together through The Book of Psalms.  We are going 

in order from Psalm 1 to 150 no matter how many years it takes!  It will be available on Facebook Live at the St. John’s Facebook page 

each week, every Tuesday at 9am. 

December 13- Psalm 20: "May Yahweh Answer You in the Day of Trouble" 
 

PREPARING FOR NEXT SUNDAY:  Parents with hands full in the pews on Sunday morning sometimes need a little time with the 

texts in the week leading up to a Service.  People new to Lutheranism sometimes need more context to the Service.  Some members 

simply look for more in-depth study of the appointed readings.  We encourage you to follow Issues, Etc. on your podcasting App or at 

their website, especially using Pastor David Peterson’s “Looking Ahead to Sunday Morning (the 1-Year Lectionary)”.  Next Sunday 

December 18th you will hear:  Deuteronomy 18:15-19, Philippians 4:4-7, and John 1:19-28. 
 

 

THE SERVICE OF INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION is available this month by appointment only.  Take 

advantage of this opportunity to hear God’s Word of forgiveness spoken to you individually in Jesus’ Name.  “If we confess our sins, 

God, who is faithful and just, will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  (1 John 1:9) 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST WEEK… Sunday, December 4th:  Total 307 CM 201 

                                                 Wednesday, December 7th:  Total   86 

   

2022 MISSION PROGRAMS:  St. John’s currently supports the following mission programs:  Synod, Soldiers of the Cross, and that 

of Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram and Rev. P.A. Charles Richard-Wokoma.  Please note:  Any contributions to missions other than these four 

options at this time will be divided between these currently supported programs.  May God bless you for your generosity! 

  

FINANCIAL UPDATE (June-November 2022): 

Year-to-Date budgeted operating revenue: $836K  

Year-to-Date actual operating revenue:      $812K  

Difference: -$24K short of budget 

For more details on financials, contact Business Manager Sam Kuphal. 
 

 

POINSETTIAS:  The Altar Guild is providing an opportunity for members of St. John’s to purchase a festive poinsettia for the holiday 

season.  The poinsettia will be used to decorate the Church during the Christmas services, and then can be picked-up and enjoyed by 

you at your home.  A Poinsettia order form was placed in the member mailboxes in the narthex, and extra forms are also available.  

Please complete and return the form if you wish to purchase a poinsettia.  The deadline is NEXT Sunday, December 18th.  The Altar 

Guild is also seeking financial donations for the two evergreen trees.  If you wish to donate towards the Christmas trees, it would be 

greatly appreciated. 

 

FESTIVAL CHRISTMAS CHOIR:  You're invited to join the choir as we prepare for the Christmas season!  Rehearsals will be on 

Wednesdays, December 14th and 21st, from 6:00-6:50pm in the music room.  We will sing at the 3:00pm Christmas Eve service and the 

10:00am Christmas Day service.  Please contact Katie Moss for more information. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL:  The Christmas program is NEXT Sunday December 18th at the 10:30 service, cookie and ornament decorating 

to follow. 

Christmas treat bags will be handed out at all Christmas Eve services.  If you would like to donate items, please contact Erika Rossow. 

- No Sunday School- December 25 and January 1 

- Volunteers needed starting January 8th 

 

 

Fellowship Committee: 
CHRISTMAS COOKIE DECORATING:  You are invited to join the Christmas Cookie Decorating and Fellowship event following 

the Church’s Christmas Program held during the 10:30am divine service NEXT Sunday December 18th.  There will be Cookies and 

Crafts for the kids to decorate!  We will provide snacks, coffee and lemonade. 
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SAFETY TEAM:  Christmas Eve Parking…In anticipation of large attendance, the parking lot on the east side of County Road 101 

will be open for the 3:00 and 5:00 Christmas Eve services ONLY.  Door #3 will be open at 2:30 on Christmas Eve and the Safety Team 

will assist members using the crosswalk during both services.  
 

The 101 lot and door #3 will remain closed/locked during all other services.  Please contact Kevin Pomerenke or Ted Schmidt with 

questions. 

 

ST. JOHN’S GALA:  HUGE thank you to the Gala Committee team members, volunteers, donors and attendees at the Gala, “Give 

Joyfully”.  We pray that God will be glorified through this event, and all thanks to Him!  Any financial updates will be posted as they 

become available.  Please reach out to Liz Glock with questions related to this year’s event. 
 

If you attended the Gala at Rush Creek, please check that the coat you wore home is yours.  We have a guest that is missing her coat, 

and there’s a similar coat in a different size, that was left at Rush Creek.  We wonder if someone took her coat mistakenly?  Please reach 

out to Liz Glock if you have a coat that was mistakenly switched on leaving the venue after the Gala. 

 

OFFERING ENVELOPES:  The boxes of offering envelopes for 2023 will be placed in the church mailboxes.  Be aware the 

renumbering is year-specific, so please stop using and discard your 2022 envelopes after December 25th, and kindly begin using the new 

envelopes effective January 1st and thereafter.  Contact church secretary Ruth if you need assistance. 

 

BIRTHDAYS THIS WEEK:  (December 11–December 17)  Sunday- …,  Monday- Bridger Swanson, Tuesday- Sarah Klein/Amy 
Mazurowski,  Wednesday- Rick Bymark/Amy Dufault,  Thursday- Patricia Gardner/Ted Schmidt, Friday- Charlie Bermel,  
Saturday- Gretchen Dolan/Connie Goerke/Wes Grambart/Tyler Philipp 
 

 

PLANNING TO STOP IN Please call the office first as we would appreciate notice of your arrival; this helps us coordinate and better 

accommodate your visit.  Normal office hours are 7:30am – 3:30pm, Mon - Fri, Aug 29th, 2022 - May 25th, 2023.                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                              763-420-2426 (secretary@stjlutheran.org) 
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